By splitting the Coulomb interaction into long-range and short-range components, we decompose the energy of a quantum electronic system into long-range and short-range contributions. We show that the long-range part of the energy can be efficiently calculated by traditional wave function methods, while the short-range part can be handled by a density functional. The analysis of this functional with respect to the range of the associated interaction reveals that, in the limit of a very short-range interaction, the short-range exchange-correlation energy can be expressed as a simple local functional of the on-top pair density and its first derivatives. This provides an explanation for the accuracy of the local density approximation (LDA) for the short-range functional. Moreover, this analysis leads also to new simple approximations for the short-range exchange and correlation energies improving the LDA.
I. INTRODUCTION
In the Kohn-Sham (KS) approach [1] of density functional theory (DFT) [2] of inhomogeneous electronic systems, the central quantity is the unknown exchangecorrelation energy functional E xc ͓n͔ which encompasses all the many-body effects. The vast majority of approximations for this functional are based on the original local density approximation (LDA) [2] , an approximation that turned out to be more accurate and reliable than expected and rather difficult to improve in a systematic way [3] .
Actually, it has been realized for a long time, with the wave-vector analysis of E xc ͓n͔ by Langreth and Perdew [4] , that the LDA describes accurately (but not exactly in general [5] ) short wavelength density fluctuations, but is inadequate for long wavelength fluctuations. A dual analysis in real space of the exchange-correlation energy (see, e.g., Ref. [6] ) leads to the same conclusion that the LDA is accurate at small interelectronic distances but fails at large distances. This observation lead to the development of the first gradient corrected functionals [7] [8] [9] [10] [11] [12] with the basic objective to cure the wrong long-range contribution to the exchangecorrelation energy of the LDA.
However, describing accurately the nonlocal correlation effects arising from the long-range character of the Coulomb interaction by (semi)local density functional approximations still seems out of reach. This idea in mind, it is has been proposed to use a density functional approximation only for the short-range part of the electronic energy, and treating the long-range part by more appropriate many-body methods [13] [14] [15] [16] [17] . This approach was somehow inspired from early calculations of the correlation energy of the uniform electron gas based on a separate treatment of long-range and shortrange contributions (see, e.g., Refs. [18] [19] [20] ).
For atoms and molecules, this approach leads to a rigorous method for combining traditional ab initio wave function calculations with DFT [21, 22] , and we recall now the formalism. The Coulomb electron-electron interaction is decomposed as
where v ee ͑r͒ is a long-range interaction, v ee ͑r͒ is the complement short-range interaction and is a parameter controlling the separation. The universal functional [23] F͓n͔ = min ⌿→n ͗⌿͉T + V ee ͉⌿͘, where T is the kinetic energy operator and V ee = ͚ iϽj 1/r ij is the Coulomb interaction operator, can then be decomposed as
where F ͓n͔ is the universal functional corresponding to the long-range interaction V ee = ͚ iϽj v ee ͑r ij ͒ F ͓n͔ = min ⌿→n ͗⌿͉T + V ee ͉⌿͘, ͑3͒
and F ͓n͔ = F͓n͔ − F ͓n͔ is by definition the complement (short-range) part.
The exact ground-state energy of an electronic system in the external local nuclei-electron potential v ne ͑r͒ can be written using this short-range functional F ͓n͔ via application of the variational principle E = min , v ͑r͒ is the unique potential (up to an additive constant) which insures that the ground-state density of this fictitious system is identical to the ground-state density of the physical system n ⌿ = n.
The short-range functional F ͓n͔ is further decomposed as
where Ū ͓n͔ =1/2͐͐n͑r 1 ͒n͑r 1 ͒v ee ͑r 12 ͒dr 1 dr 2 is the complement short-range Hartree energy functional and Ē xc ͓n͔ is the unknown complement short-range exchange-correlation energy functional. Once an approximation is chosen for Ē xc ͓n͔, the wave function ⌿ can be computed by solving selfconsistently Eq. (5) using ab initio wave function methods like configuration interaction (CI) or multiconfigurational self-consistency field (MCSCF) and the total energy is calculated according to the last line of Eq. (4). Notice also that it is possible to separate the functional Ē xc ͓n͔ into shortrange exchange and correlation contributions, Ē xc ͓n͔ = Ē x ͓n͔ + Ē c ͓n͔, with
and
where ⌽ is the KS determinant and V ee = V ee − V ee is the complement short-range interaction operator.
A simple approximation for Ē xc ͓n͔ is the LDA associated to the modified interaction [17, 24] Ē xc
where xc ,unif ͑n͒ is the complement short-range exchangecorrelation energy per particle obtained by difference from the exchange-correlation energies per particle of the uniform electron gas with the standard Coulomb interaction, xc 
͑n͒. ͑10͒
The method has been implemented at an experimental level into the quantum chemistry package Molpro, allowing a combination of CI-type wave function and DFT calculations [21] . Recently, the method has also been efficiently implemented into the quantum chemistry program Dalton, performing the coupling of MCSCF wave function calculations with DFT [25] . For a reasonable long-range-short-range separation and using only the LDA for Ē xc ͓n͔, the approach already yields good results for total energies of atomic and molecular systems [21, 22, 25] . The purpose of this paper is to analyzed in further details the two separate needed approximations of the method: the wave function calculation of Eq. (5) and the short-range exchange-correlation functional Ē xc ͓n͔. Accurate calculations have been performed on a few small atomic systems to assess the approximations. Concerning the wave function part, we show that the modification of the interaction enables to decrease the effort, or alternatively increase the accuracy, of a CI-type calculation. Concerning the functional part, we gain more insights into the shortrange functional and explain the performance of the LDA by studying the behavior of Ē xc ͓n͔ with respect to the interaction parameter . In particular, we show that, when the interaction v ee is short ranged enough, Ē xc ͓n͔ can be expressed as a simple local functional of the on-top pair density and its first derivatives, explaining the accuracy of (semi)local functional approximations. This analysis also enables us to propose new approximations for Ē xc ͓n͔ which correct the LDA in the domain of where it fails.
The paper is organized as follows. In Sec. II, we give two possible choices for the long-range interaction v ee ͑r͒. In Sec. III, technical details concerning the calculations made on atomic systems are given. In Sec. IV, the impact of the modification of the interaction on the performance of wave function calculation is investigated. In Sec. V, we study the behavior of the corresponding short-range exchange and correlation functionals with respect to the interaction parameter . In Sec. VI, we test the obtained exact behaviors and compared them with the LDA. In Sec. VII, interpolations for the short-range exchange and correlation functionals with respect to are proposed and tested. Finally, Sec. VIII draws a conclusion of this work.
Atomic units (a.u.) will be used throughout this work.
II. LONG-RANGE-SHORT-RANGE SEPARATION
In a number of previous works [17, 21, 22, 26, 27] , a splitting of the Coulomb interaction based on the error function has been studied to describe the long-range part of the electron-electron interaction
This interaction, referred to as the erf interaction, has also been used by other authors in DFT for various purposes [28] [29] [30] [31] [32] [33] [34] [35] . In this work, we introduce another interaction achieving a sharper separation of long-range and short-range interactions by subtracting a Gaussian function from the erf interaction
where the coefficient and the exponent of the Gaussian have been chosen so that v ee,erfgau ͑r͒ and its derivative with respect to r vanish at r = 0. This modified interaction is referred to as the erfgau interaction. Notice that this partition of Coulomb interaction has already been proposed by Gill and Adamson [28] . In another context, Prendergast et al. [36] have also used a similar form of long-range interaction. For the sake of completeness, we finally note that another possible form of modified electron-electron interaction based on the Yukawa potential has also been investigated in the past [13] [14] [15] [16] 37, 38] .
Both interactions (11) and (12) enable to define a generalized adiabatic connection [39] between the noninteracting KS system at = 0 where the interaction vanishes v ee =0 ͑r͒ = 0, and the physical system at → ϱ where the full Coulomb interaction is recovered v ee →ϱ ͑r͒ =1/r.
Notice that, although we have chosen the same notation for convenience, the parameter in Eq. (11) is a priori independent of that of Eq. (12) . Actually, in all the plots of the paper involving the erfgau interaction, we apply a scale factor to the interaction parameter of the erfgau interaction: → c. The constant c is chosen so as to have the same leading term in the distributional asymptotic expansion of the two interactions when → ϱ (see Appendix C) which leads to the value c = ͑1+6 ͱ 3͒ 1/2 Ϸ 3.375. This also insures that the leading term in the asymptotic expansion of short-range Hartree, exchange and correlation energies for large is the same for the two interactions. In Fig. 1 , the erf and erfgau interactions are compared along with the Coulomb interaction. The scale factor on the parameter of the erfgau interaction enables to define a common "cutoff radius" giving the range of the interaction and defined by the inverse of the interaction parameter r c Ϸ 1/. For interelectronic distances larger than r c , the two modified interactions reproduce the long-range Coulomb tail. Notice that short-range interactions are better removed with the erfgau interaction.
We finally note that, for Gaussian basis set calculations, the evaluation of the two-electron integrals corresponding to the erf or erfgau interaction requires only simple modifications of standard algorithms for Coulomb integrals (see Appendix A).
III. DETAILS ON ACCURATE CALCULATIONS
We explain rapidly how the accurate data for atomic systems presented in this work have been obtained. 
where E ͓ṽ ͔ is the ground-state energy of the Hamiltonian
If n is chosen to be the physical density of the system, the maximum is reached for the desired v and F . In practice, an accurate density n is computed by multireference CI with single and double excitations (MRCISD) [41, 42] and the potential to optimize ṽ ͑r͒ is expanded as
where c i are the optimized coefficients, p i are some fixed integers (−1 or 2), ␥ i are fixed exponents chosen so as to form an even-tempered basis set (typically, ␥ i ͓10 −3 ,5 ϫ 10 4 ͔), and C is a constant enforces the correct asymptotic behavior for r → ϱ. For the Kohn-Sham case ͑ =0͒, C = −Z + N − 1 whereas for finite , C =−Z (N and Z are the electron number and nuclear charge, respectively).
The maximization of Eq. (13) is carried out with the Simplex method [43] . For a given potential, E ͓ṽ ͔ is computed at MRCISD level using Molpro [44] with modified twoelectron integrals (see Appendix A). Beside the asymptotic behavior for r → ϱ, v ͑r͒ϳC / r, the behavior of the potential at the nucleus r =0, v ͑r͒ϳ−Z / r, is also imposed during the optimization. Large one-electron even-tempered Gaussian basis sets are used for all systems (see Refs. [45, 26] for more details).
The standard universal functional F and the KS potential v KS (and thus the KS determinant ⌽) are obtained as a special case for = 0. The complement short-range functional F = F − F can then be deduced and the short-range exchange and correlation energies, Ē x and Ē c , are obtained from Eqs. (7) and (8).
IV. PERFORMANCE OF THE APPROXIMATIONS FOR THE WAVE FUNCTION CALCULATION
We now investigate the effect of the modification of the electron-electron interaction on the wave function part of the calculation. For this purpose, we evaluate the efficiency of approximate resolutions of Eq. (5) as follows.
We first construct, for each , the Hamiltonian Ĥ using an accurate potential v and compute accurately its groundstate energy, E = ͗⌿ ͉Ĥ ͉⌿ ͘, at the MRCISD level. We then compute various approximate ground-state energies, E S = ͗⌿ S ͉Ĥ ͉⌿ S ͘, by using approximate CI-type wave functions ⌿ S expanded into linear combinations of all the few Slater determinants generated from small orbital spaces S. The orbitals used are the natural orbitals of the Coulombic system calculated at the MRCISD level. The accuracy of the approximation for ⌿ S can be assessed by looking at the difference between E S and E
The differences ⌬E S are plotted along the erf and erfgau adiabatic connections in Fig. 2 for the He atom with the orbital spaces S =1s, S =1s2s, and S =1s2s2p. One sees that, in the Coulombic limit → ϱ, the reduction of the orbital space leads to important errors in the energy. When is decreased, i.e., when the interaction is reduced, the errors due to limited orbital spaces get smaller and smaller. For instance, at = 1, using only the single-determinant wave function ⌿ 1s , leads to an error ⌬E 1s of less than 0.005 Hartree. The erfgau interaction generally gives smaller errors than the erf interaction, except near = 0 where the nonmonotonicity of the erfgau interaction leads to peculiar behaviors [24] . Anyway, we will not use the erfgau interaction in this region of very small .
The case of the Be atom with the orbital spaces S =1s2s and S =1s2s2p is reported in Fig. 3 . Because of the neardegeneracy of the 2s and 2p levels, the inclusion of 2p configurations in the wave function is important, quite independently of the electron-electron interaction. Indeed, the
remains large for almost all 's. On the contrary, the error of the calculation where the 2p orbitals are included, ⌬E 1s2s2p , quickly falls off when is decreased. Again, for = 1 for instance, the error ⌬E 1s2s2p
given by the few-determinant CI-type wave function ⌿ 1s2s2p is less than 0.005 Hartree.
Therefore, the modification of the interaction enables to increase the accuracy of CI-type wave function calculations, or equivalently for a fixed target accuracy, decrease the effort of the calculation by reducing the orbital space. The crucial point for this effect to appear is the reduction of the electronelectron interaction compared to the Coulomb interaction and not really the long-range character of the modified interaction.
V. BEHAVIOR OF SHORT-RANGE EXCHANGE AND CORRELATION FUNCTIONALS WITH RESPECT TO THE INTERACTION PARAMETER
At = 0, the short-range exchange-correlation functional reduces to the standard exchange-correlation functional of the KS scheme, Ē xc =0 = E xc , and in the limit → ϱ, the shortrange functional vanishes, Ē xc →ϱ = 0. Near these two limits, the study of the behavior of Ē x and Ē c with respect to constitutes an analysis of the exchange and correlation functionals in term of the range of the interaction. Indeed, thebehavior at → 0 tells us how the KS exchange-correlation functional responds when very long-range interactions are removed from it, while the asymptotic expansion for → ϱ gives the exchange-correlation functional associated to very short-range interactions. To release the text from mathematical details, the full derivation of the expansions are given in the Appendices.
A. Exchange functional for small
In Appendix B, we show that the short-range exchange energy has the following formal expansion around =0
where E x is the usual KS exchange energy, n 2,x ͑r 1 , r 2 ͒ is the exchange contribution to the pair density, and a n are coefficients depending of the interaction chosen and defined after Eq. (B2). More specifically, for the erf interaction, this expansion writes
͑17͒
where the term linear in comes from the normalization of the exchange hole [39] . For the erfgau interaction, the expansion is 
͑18͒
The exchange energy with the erf interaction varies linearly in near the Kohn-Sham end of the adiabatic connection (see Fig. 4 ). On the contrary, the exchange energy with the erfgau interaction varies very slowly like 5 which implies that the corresponding curve is very flat near =0 (see Fig.  5 ). The latter behavior is not unexpected for a good longrange/short-range separation. Indeed, with the erfgau interaction, when increases near = 0 only very long-range interaction effects are removed from the functional; they practically do not later the exchange energy of a finite system. With the erf interaction, the long-range-short-range separation is imperfect and thus the short-range part of the interaction is also affected near = 0 which is responsible for the linear behavior of the exchange energy in this case. This clearly shows that the erfgau interaction realizes a better separation of long-range and short-range interactions than the erf interaction.
B. Correlation functional for small
The general expansion of short-range correlation energy around = 0 is derived in Appendix B. It reads
where E c is the usual correlation energy of the KS scheme and n 2,c ͑r 1 , r 2 ͒ is the correlation pair density with interaction v ee . Actually, several terms of this expansion vanish. For the erf interaction, the expansion writes
͑20͒
Similarly, the expansion for the erfgau interaction is Ē c,erfgau
The correlation energy varies much more slowly than the exchange energy near the KS end of the adiabatic connection. Therefore, the curve of the correlation energy with respect to is very flat around =0 (see Figs. 6 and 7). Again, this is due to the fact that removing very long-range interactions from the functional has no effect in a finite system. It will be seen in Sec. VII that this makes the correlation energy difficult to interpolate near = 0 from a knowledge of the functional for large .
FIG. 4.
Accurate short-range exchange energy of He (thick solid curve) along the erf adiabatic connection, local density approximation (thick long-dashed curve), exact asymptotic expansion for → ϱ (Eq. (28)) with the first term (lower solid curve) and with the first two terms (upper solid curve), and asymptotic expansion in LDA (Eq. (33)) with the first two terms (short-dashed curve), the first term in LDA being exact.
FIG. 5. Accurate short-range exchange energy of He (thick solid curve) along the erfgau adiabatic connection, local density approximation (thick long-dashed curve), exact asymptotic expansion for → ϱ [Eq. (28) ] with the first term (lower solid curve) and with the first two terms (upper solid curve), and asymptotic expansion in LDA [Eq. (33) ] with the first two terms (short-dashed curve), the first term in LDA being exact.
FIG. 6. Accurate short-range correlation energy of He (thick solid curve) along the erf adiabatic connection, local density approximation (thick long-dashed curve), exact asymptotic expansion for → ϱ [Eq. (30) ] with the first term (lower solid curve) and with the first two terms (upper solid curve), and asymptotic expansion in LDA [Eq. (34) ] with the first term (lower short-dashed curve) and with the first two terms (upper short-dashed curve).
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C. Exchange functional for large
In Appendix C, we derive the general asymptotic expansion of the short-range exchange energy for → ϱ
where n 2,x ͑2n͒ ͑r , r͒ are the on-top exchange pair density and its spherical-averaged (with respect to r 12 ) derivatives. Simple explicit expressions can be given for the first two terms of this expansion. Indeed, the on-top exchangepair density writes
where the summation is over the two spin states = ␣ , ␤ and n ͑r͒ are the spin-densities; its second-derivative can be expressed by [46] 
where ͑r͒ are the KS spin kinetic energy densities expressed in term of the KS spin-orbitals i ͑r͒ by
where N is the number of electrons of spin . The Laplacian in Eq. (24) can be eliminated by integration by parts
which leads for the leading terms of the expansion when → ϱ of the short-range exchange energy
with A 0,erf = ͱ /2, A 0,erfgau = ͑1+6 ͱ 3͒A 0,erf , A 2,erf =3 ͱ / 4 and A 2,erfgau = ͑1+36 ͱ 3͒A 2,erf . Note that this last result has already been demonstrated for the case of the erf interaction [29] . In particular, for spin-unpolarized systems, Eq. (27) becomes
Equation (27) and (28) shows that the first term in the expansion for large of the short-range exchange energy is an exact local functional of the density (or, in general, of the spin-densities). Therefore, the local density approximation becomes exact in this limit. An alternative view of this result can be achieved in the framework of the wave-vector analysis of the usual KS exchange functional by considering the short wavelength limit [5] . The next term of expansion (28) involves the gradient of the density ͉ ٌ n͉ and the kinetic energy density and is therefore of the meta-GGA type. The following higher-order terms involve of course more and more ingredients constructed from higher-order derivatives of the KS orbitals. Note that instead of considering these spin-dependent quantities one can also directly use the ontop exchange pair density and its derivatives. A similar asymptotic expansion can be derived for the short-range Hartree energy
͑29͒
By carefully comparing Eq. (27) and (29), one sees that, for a one-electron system [n ␣ = n, n ␤ =0, ␣ = W = ͉ ٌ n͉ 2 / ͑8n͒, ␤ =0], the Hartree and exchange energies cancel out order by order in the expansion with respect to . As the first term (in −2 ) of the asymptotic expansion of the exchange energy is a local functional of the density, this cancellation is exactly maintained in the LDA, i.e., there is no self-interaction error in LDA for this first term. For the next term of the expansion (in −4 ), the removal of the self-interaction error requires the consideration of a meta-GGA functional depending explicitly on ͉ ٌ n ͉ and .
In the KS scheme, it has been often argued that (semi)local approximate exchange functionals actually mimics neardegeneracy correlation effects (see, e.g., Ref. [47] ). It is clear from this above discussion that, for short-range exchange functionals, (semi)local approximations become exact at large and therefore do not fortuitously mimic neardegeneracy correlation anymore.
D. Correlation functional for large
In Appendix C, we derive the first two terms in the asymptotic expansion of the short-range correlation energy for → ϱ
where n 2,c ͑r , r͒ and n 2 ͑r , r͒ are the correlation and total pair density, the A 0 coefficient is given after Eq. (27) and in addition A 1,erf = 1 and A 1,erfgau = 28. This result show that for large the short-range correlation energy becomes an exact local functional of the on-top pair density n 2 ͑r , r͒ [and of the density via n 2,c ͑r , r͒ = n 2 ͑r , r͒ − n͑r͒n͑r͒ / 2 for closed-shell systems]. This emphasizes the importance of this quantity for density functional approximations. It is in the same line of thought of a number of previous studies [48] [49] [50] stressing the need of including explicitly the on-top pair density in approximate density functionals.
VI. PERFORMANCE OF THE LDA FOR SHORT-RANGE EXCHANGE AND CORRELATION ENERGIES
The asymptotic expansions for → ϱ enables to analyze the local density approximation to the short-range exchangecorrelation functional. We restrict the discussion to spinunpolarized systems. Applying the LDA to the expansion of the exchange energy (22) corresponds to transferring the ontop exchange pair density and its derivatives ñ 2,x ͑2n͒ ͑r , r͒ from the uniform electron gas [51] ñ 2,x ͑2n͒ ͑r,r͒ Ϸ n͑r͒n͑r͓͒g x,0
where g x,0 ͑2n͒ (n͑r͒) are the on-top derivatives of the exchangeonly pair-distribution function of the uniform electron gas [52] 
͑33͒
This last expansion is compared with the exact expansion (28) for the He atom with the erf and erfgau interactions in Figs. 4 and 5, respectively. In these expressions, an accurate density of the He atom is used. The LDA for the modified interactions [17, 24] evaluated with the same density is also reported, as well as an accurate calculation of the exchange energy along the adiabatic connection [26, 53] (see Sec. III). The LDA expansion (33) is exact for the first term and very close to the exact expansion (28) with the first two terms. Consequently, in the domain of validity of this expansion (for տ 2), the LDA is nearly exact. The success of the LDA for large is therefore due to the exactness of the exchange on-top pair-density and the good transferability of its first derivatives from the uniform electron gas to the finite system. Actually, it can be remarked that the expansion of LDA up to the −4 term performs even slightly better than the exact expansion to the same order. Similarly, the LDA is already very accurate for տ 1 while achieving a comparable accuracy from the slowly-improving expansion (28) of the exact exchange energy would require a rather long expansion.
For the correlation energy, the LDA of expansion (30) consists in transferring the on-top density from the uniform electron gas to obtain
where r s =3/͑4n͒ 1/3 is the local Wigner-Seitz radius and g 0 ͑r s ͒ is the on-top pair-distribution function of the electron gas for which Burke, Perdew, and Ernzerhof have proposed an estimation [54] 
with D =32/͑3͒, A = 3.2581, ␤ = 163.44, and ␥ = 4.7125. The expansion (34) is compared with the exact expansion (30) using an accurate calculation of n 2 ͑r , r͒ for the He atom with the erf and erfgau interactions in Figs. 6 and 7, respectively. An accurate calculation of the correlation energy computed along the adiabatic connection [26, 53] and the LDA for modified interactions [17, 24] are also reported. As for the exchange energy, the first terms of the LDA expansion (34) nearly coincide with the exact expansion. This expansion with the first two terms gives a very accurate approximation to the exact correlation energy in the region of accuracy of the full LDA curve (from Ϸ 2 to → ϱ). From these results, it is clear that the total on-top pair density n 2 ͑r , r͒ have good transferability from the uniform electron gas to the He atom. Actually, this good (while not exact) transferability seems quite general and has already been pointed out for several atomic and molecular systems [50, 54, 55] . This gives an explanation for the success of the LDA in treating shortrange electron-electron interactions (large ). On the contrary, toward the Kohn-Sham end ͑ =0͒ of the adiabatic connection, the LDA transfers spurious long-range correlations from the uniform electron gas and therefore poorly extrapolates the exact correlation energy of the finite system which does not contain these long-range correlation effects.
VII. INTERPOLATIONS FOR THE SHORT-RANGE EXCHANGE AND CORRELATION FUNCTIONALS
In the previous section, we have shown that the LDA treats successfully short-range interactions corresponding to large interaction parameters but is inaccurate toward the KS end of the adiabatic connection, i.e., for small . But for = 0 a lot of better estimates of the exchange and correlation LONG-RANGE-SHORT-RANGE SEPARATION OF THE… PHYSICAL REVIEW A 70, 062505 (2004) energies are available with density functional approximations of the KS scheme which go beyond the LDA such as gradient-corrected functionals. A simple idea for improving the short-range exchange-correlation energy functional along the adiabatic connection is therefore to interpolate between an available density functional approximation (DFA) for = 0 and the -dependent LDA for → ϱ. In the spirit of the usual DFT approximations, this interpolation will be done locally, i.e., for the short-range exchange-correlation energy density xc ͑r͒ related to the global functional Ē xc ͓n͔ via
͑r͒. ͑36͒
A. Rational interpolations
A simple possibility is to interpolate xc ͑r͒ along the adiabatic connection using an estimate at = 0 and the expansions for large (and eventually for small ) presented in Sec. V. For example, consider the rational approximant for the short-range exchange energy density of the erf interaction
where For the erfgau interaction, the short-range exchange energy density can also be interpolated between x DFA at =0 [no linear term in , Eq. In the same spirit, the short-range correlation density along the adiabatic connection can be approximated by 
B. Weighted interpolations
The interpolation formulas (37) and (38) only make use of the first term of the asymptotic expansion of the LDA exchange energy for → ϱ. However, it has been realized in Sec. VI that the LDA works well on a larger domain of than the first terms of its asymptotic expansion. In order to take better advantage of the LDA, one can modify it only in the region of small by using information from better estimates of the KS exchange energy at = 0. We therefore interpolate locally the short-range exchange density along the adiabatic connection by
where w͑͒ is a weight function acting at small only. More precisely, w͑͒ must be a positive function satisfying w͑ =0͒ = 1 so that x =0 = x DFA , having significant values in the region where the LDA fails and with a fast decay for → ϱ so as to recover the correct behavior of x ,unif for large . For the erf interaction, we found that the local value of delimiting the domain where the LDA is inaccurate is well estimated by 1 / r s ͑r͒ where r s ͑r͒ is the local Wigner-Seitz radius. We therefore take w erf ͑͒ = erfc͑r s ͒ where the complementary error function erfc ensures that the weight function has significant values only for Ͻ 1/r s . Eq. (40) thus interpolates between x DFA at = 0 and the LDA at large .
For the erfgau interaction, we can used the same weight function except that now the local value of delimiting the domain where the LDA must be corrected is estimated by = c / r s where c = ͑1+6 ͱ 3͒ 1/2 Ϸ 3.375 is the scale factor between the erf and erfgau interactions discussed in Sec. II. We therefore take as weight function w erfgau ͑͒ = erfc͑r s / c͒. Naturally, this interpolation can also be applied to the short-range correlation energy
with the same weight function w͑͒.
C. Other interpolations
Finally, we mention the approximation for the short-range exchange energy proposed by Iikura, Tsuneda, Yanai, and Hirao [30] based on a modification of the short-range LDA exchange functional [17, 24] . The spin-unpolarized version of their approximation for the erf interaction is
where
The approximation reduces to x DFA at = 0 and has an asymptotic expansion for → ϱ incorporating the correct leading term [cf. Eq. (28)]. Therefore, Eq. (42) provides an interpolation between a density functional approximation at =0, x DFA , and the correct limit as → ϱ. The same approximation can also be derived for the erfgau interaction using the LDA exchange functional associated to this interaction [24] ; it reads
where B = A / ͱ 3.
Notice that in the interpolations of Secs. VII A-VII C the exchange and correlation energy densities at =0, x DFA and c DFA , can be estimated by any of the available exchangecorrelation functionals of the Kohn-Sham scheme. In this sense, formulas (37) to (43) provide extensions of these exchange-correlation functionals over the erf and erfgau adiabatic connections.
D. Results
We now test the interpolations formulas (37) to (43) on a few atomic systems. In all the results presented here, we use the PBE functional [56] as the density functional approximation at = 0 both for exchange and correlation: x DFA = x PBE and c DFA = c PBE . Figures 8 and 9 represent the short-range exchange energy of the He atom along the erf and erfgau adiabatic connections, respectively. An accurate calculation is compared to the LDA and to the three interpolations of Secs. VII A, VII B, and VII C. One sees that the rational approximants give an overall reasonable estimate of the exchange energy along both adiabatic connections but are actually less accurate that the LDA in the region of intermediate . As already noticed, this reflects the fact that the LDA works well on a larger range of that the first terms of its expansion for → ϱ. The weighted interpolations make better use of the LDA and constitutes an improvement over it for all 's. Finally, the approximation of Iikura et al. is nearly identical to the weighted interpolation for both the erf and erfgau interactions.
Similar curves for the short-range correlation energy of the He atom with the erf and erfgau interactions are shown in Figs. 10 and 11. and As for the exchange energy, the rational approximants constitute an overall correction to the LDA but not in a systematic way since the LDA still performs better   FIG. 8 . Accurate short-range exchange energy of He (solid curve) along the erf adiabatic connection, local density approximation (long-dashed curve) and three interpolations between the PBE value at = 0 and the LDA at → ϱ using a rational approximant for intermediate . On the contrary, the weighted interpolations always improve the LDA. As one can expect, considering exchange and correlation together further improves the results at small .
We now discuss the Be atom. The short-range exchange energy along the adiabatic connections looks very similar to that of the He atom and will not be shown. The short-range correlation energy for which the LDA has more difficulties than for the He case is represented in Figs. 12 and 13 for the erf and erfgau interactions. One can see that both the rational approximant and the weighted interpolation improve the LDA along the whole adiabatic connection.
The He and Be atoms are simple cases where a gradientcorrected functional like PBE give a very accurate correlation energy. On the contrary, the Ne 6+ atom constitutes a much more difficult system for (semi)local functionals because of the presence of strong near-degeneracy correlation effects due to the proximity of the 2s and 2p levels. The short-range correlation energy of this system is reported in Figs. 14 and 15 for the erf and erfgau interactions. The PBE functional of the KS scheme ͑ =0͒ strongly underestimates the correlation energy. One sees that with the rational approximants or the weighted interpolations, the error is rapidly decreased when is increased, i.e., when long-range interactions are removed from the functional.
VIII. CONCLUSION
In a quantum electronic system, the long-range-shortrange separation of the Coulomb interaction enables to rigorously decompose the total energy into long-range and short-range components which can be calculated by different methods. In particular, a density functional approximation can be used for the short-range part of the energy, while the long-range contribution can be treated by traditional wave function methods. In this work, we have considered two possible long-range-short-range separation of the Coulomb interaction: the erf and erfgau modified interactions. The erfgau interaction achieves a better separation than the erf interaction. We have shown that the use of these modified interactions facilitates wave function calculations. We have also studied the short-range part of the exchange-correlation functional with respect to the range of the associated interaction, and shown that, in the limit of a very short-range interaction, the exchange contribution to this functional can be expressed as a local functional of the density and is there- fore exact in the LDA. In the same limit, the correlation contribution can be expressed as a local functional of the on-top pair density which is generally accurate in the LDA. However, when the interaction becomes more and more long-ranged, the LDA is inaccurate. It is nevertheless possible to improve the LDA description of the short-range exchange-correlation functional by making use of the available gradient-corrected functional of the Kohn-Sham scheme in the limit of the full Coulomb interaction. We have indeed proposed two kind of interpolations for the short-range exchange-correlation functional along the erf or erfgau adiabatic connection which improve the LDA. In order to extend the interaction range well treated by functional approximations in a more systematic way, we are currently investigating gradient corrections for the short-range exchangecorrelation functional.
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APPENDIX A: MODIFIED TWO-ELECTRON INTEGRALS
In this appendix, we give details of the evaluation of the two-electron integrals over Gaussian basis sets for the modified erf and erfgau interactions. The modified integrals have been implemented into the Seward program [57] 
͑A5͒
where I Ј ͑ = x , y , z͒ are 2D integrals obeying the recurrence relation
with the starting value I Ј͑0,0͒ = 1. Equation (A4) can be evaluated exactly by the Rys quadrature ͓e0͉1/r 12 ͉f0͔ = 2ͩ
͑A7͒
where t ␣ and w ␣ = exp͕−t ␣ 2 ͑P − Q͒ 2 ͖ are the roots and the weights of Rys polynomials and n Rys Ͼ n /2.
The modified integrals for the erf interaction ͓e0͉erf͑r 12 ͒ / r 12 ͉f0͔ can simply be computed with the same scheme by applying the following simple modification everywhere [17, 21] : 1/ → 1/ +1/ 2 . Thus, with respect to the Coulomb case, in Eq. (A6) the recurrence coefficients are modified, and in Eq. (A7) the prefactor, the weights w ␣ and the roots t ␣ , depending on , are modified.
To calculate the integrals for the erfgau interaction, additional integrals of type ͓e0͉C exp͑−ar 12 2 ͉͒f0͔ are needed. These integrals can be computed like an one-point Rys quadrature with root t a = ͱa 2 / ͑ + a 2 ͒, weight w a = exp͕ −t a 2 ͑P − Q͒ 2 ͖ and a modified prefactor depending on t a ͓e0͉C exp͑− ar 12 2 
͑A8͒

APPENDIX B: ADIABATIC CONNECTION NEAR THE KS SYSTEM
In this appendix, we study the erf and erfgau adiabatic connections near the KS system, i.e., for small interaction parameter . The fictitious system along these connections is described by the Hamiltonian [cf. Eq.
where v ee is the long-range erf or erfgau interaction and v is the external local potential associated to the short-range Hartree, exchange and correlation energy functionals v ͑r͒
͓n͔ / ␦n͑r͒. The behavior for → 0 of all quantities associated to this fictitious system can be derived from the Maclaurin series of the longrange interaction v ee
where a n,erf =1/͑2n +1͒ for the erf interaction and a n,erfgau =1/͑2n +1͒ −1/3 n (=0 for n ഛ 1 by construction) for the erfgau interaction. ͵͵ n͑r 1 ͒n͑r 2 ͒v ee
where U is the standard KS Hartree energy. To obtain Eq. (B3), the integral and summation signs have been interchanged. This is reasonable for a finite system where r 12 is always bounded since in this case the series (B2) is uniformly convergent and can thus be integrated term by term.
Short-range exchange energy for \ 0
The expansion for → 0 of the short-range exchange energy of Eq. (7) is
͵͵ n 2,x ͑r 1 ,r 2 ͒v ee
where E x is the standard KS exchange energy and n 2,x ͑r 1 , r 2 ͒ is the exchange contribution to the pair density.
Short-range correlation energy for \ 0
The short-range correlation energy of Eq. (8) can be written with the correlation contribution to the pair density n 2,c ͑r 1 , r 2 ͒ with interaction v ee as and assuming for n 2,c ͑r 1 , r 2 ͒ the following expansion around =0
since for the KS system n 2,c =0 ͑r 1 , r 2 ͒ = 0. Therefore, inserting
Eq. (B7) and the derivative of Eq. (B2) into Eq. (B6), and assuming the commutativity of summation and integration, leads to
where the term n = 0 can be dropped since n 2,c ͑r 1 , r 2 ͒ integrates to zero. After integration we obtain the expansion of the short-range correlation energy Actually, several terms of this expansion vanish as it will be seen below. 
͑B12͒
We therefore have the following expansion for the wave function:
Therefore, the terms k =1,2,4 in Eqs. 
The corresponding wave function ⌿ and consequently the correlation pair density ñ 2,c ͑r 1 , r 12 ͒ has a similar asymptotic expansion n 2,c ͑r 1 ,r 12 ͒ = n 2,c ͑r 1 ,r 12 ͒ + 1 2 n 2,c ͑2͒ ͑r 1 ,r 12 ͒ +¯.
͑C26͒
The absence of term in 1 / in the last expansion implies that the first two terms in the asymptotic expansion of ‫ץ‬Ē c / ‫ץ‬ can be determined by considering only n 2,c ͑r 1 , r 12 ͒. We find ͵ n 2,c Ј ͑r,r͒dr +¯,
͑C27͒
where n 2,c Ј ͑r , r͒ is the spherical-averaged derivative of the on-top correlation pair density which, according to the electron-electron cusp condition [60] , is equal to the total on-top pair density: n 2,c Ј ͑r , r͒ = n 2 ͑r , r͒. Therefore, for large the short-range correlation energy has the exact behavior 
